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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

November 14, 2018 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
Commissioners Present: Ms. Salma Igram, Chair 

Mr. Anthony Arrington 
Mr. Leland Freie  
Mr. Esaie Toingar  
Ms. Linda Topinka 

 
Commissioners Absent: Mr. Keith Rippy, Vice Chair  

Dr. Ruth White 
 

Staff Present: Ms. Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator 
 Ms. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 
 
Guests:   Danielle Brazant, Trish Kropf 
  
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Igram, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners, staff and guests introduced themselves. 
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Arrington moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Freie seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved. 
 

V. Closed Session 
The Commission may go into closed session to discuss strategy with counsel regarding litigation 
as provided in Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(c) (2017). 
This discussion was postponed until after the Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison update 
under Committee Reports.  
 
Commissioner Igram called for a motion to go into closed session. Commissioner Freie moved to 
go into closed session. Commissioner Topinka seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and 
the motion carried on a unanimous vote. The Commission went into closed session at 5:43 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Freie moved to return to open session. Commissioner Arrington seconded the 
motion and a roll call vote was taken. The motion carried on a unanimous vote and the 
Commission returned to open session at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Topinka moved to table the homeowners association issue until a bank statement is 
acquired. Commissioner Arrington seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  
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VI. Action Item 
Approve Memorandum of Understanding regarding use of Veterans Memorial Building office 
space between the Civil Rights Commission and the Veterans Memorial Commission and 
authorize the chair to sign the agreement on behalf of the Commission 
Commissioner Igram stated the Finance Committee met with the Veterans Memorial Facilities 
Director, Paul Pestel, today and discussed the purposed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the Veterans Memorial Commission and this Commission. Commissioner Igram stated 
the Commission moved to the Veterans Memorial Building in November 2014. This MOU will 
allow the Commission to stay in the space on the seventh floor for an additional 25 months with 
the rent remaining the same. The MOU will conclude in December 2020.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the renovations to the seventh floor will impact the MOU. 
Commissioner Igram stated the Veterans Memorial Commission plans to start renovations in the 
spring of 2019 and the Civil Rights Commission will request money from the City of Cedar Rapids 
to cover security features. Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator, stated an addendum to the 
MOU will be issued by the Veterans Memorial Commission with regards to the renovations and 
the security costs when they are ready to move forward. Commissioner Igram stated renovation 
costs will be covered by the Veterans Memorial Commission and the Civil Rights Commission is 
only responsible for security costs.  
 
Commissioner Arrington moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding regarding use of 
Veterans Memorial Building office space between the Civil Rights Commission and the Veterans 
Memorial Commission. Commissioner Toingar seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
approved.  
 

VII. Report from Chair 
Commissioner Igram, Chair, thanked Commission staff Janet Abejo-Parker, Alicia Abernathey and 
Bernie Walther for all the work they have done over the last few months while managing the office 
and having a lot on their plate. Commissioner Igram stated LaSheila Yates’ FMLA was done in 
October but LaSheila was able to ask for an extension until December 1st that was granted. 
Commissioner Igram stated she is unsure of her return date at this time.  
 
Commissioner Freie asked when the Investigator position will be posted. Commissioner Igram 
stated the Investigator position is currently on hold until January.  

 
VIII. Committee Reports 

Finance Committee Liaison 
Commissioner Igram stated the Finance Committee met with the City today. Commissioner Igram 
stated the funding received from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) was low this year. Therefore, approximately $10,000 will be pulled from cash on hand to 
cover the difference. Commissioner Igram stated the Commission only had four housing cases last 
year and that was part of why the funding was low. Commissioner Igram stated the Commission is 
on track to meet the case requirements this year as the Commission already has seven on file. 
Commissioner Igram stated there are no concerns with the FY18 budget or the current budget. 
Commissioner Igram stated the Commission will review and approve the FY20 budget at the 
December Commission meeting.  
 
Commissioner Freie asked what the current security measures are in the office. Commissioner 
Igram stated Bernie Walther carries a gun but the office needs additional security. Commissioner 
Igram stated it will help with security when the front area is reconfigured.  
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Outreach Committee Liaison 
Commissioner Freie stated the Committee did not meet this month. Commissioner Freie stated 
the Commission still needs to come up with ideas on outreach and getting referrals.  

 
Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison  
Danielle Brazant, Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison, stated Renee’s, the other Marion Civil 
Rights Commission (MCRC) liaison, husband’s kidney transplant was successful and he should be 
released from the hospital in the coming weeks. Ms. Brazant stated Renee will probably not be in 
attendance at the December meeting but she will contact her about returning after the new year. 
 
Commissioner Toingar joined the meeting at 5:33 p.m. 
 
Ms. Brazant stated she spoke with the MCRC about assisting the Cedar Rapids Civil Rights 
Commission (CRCRC) with trainings and speaking events. Ms. Brazant stated the MCRC Chair, 
Bret Nilles, communicated CRCRC staff could email him when there is a need for assistance and 
he will pass it along to MCRC Commissioners.  
 
Ms. Brazant stated the grant the MCRC was working on with the Marion City Council has been 
finalized. The grant is for non-profits that conduct business within a five mile radius of the Marion 
city limits. The total funding amount is $10,000 and must be split between a minimum of two 
applicants. The application process will open November 26th and will run until January. A 
subcommittee of the MCRC will review the applications and make recommendations to the 
Marion City Council who will make the final approval. Ms. Brazant stated the application is on the 
MCRC website and Commissioners are working to spread the word.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the City of Cedar Rapids offered a similar grant. Commissioner 
Igram stated the City of Cedar Rapids does not. Ms. Brazant stated there is no reason the City of 
Cedar Rapids couldn’t start offering one.  
 
Danielle Brazant left the meeting at 5:40 p.m. and the Commission went to the closed session 
agenda item.  
 

IX. Director’s Report 
Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator, stated the December Commission meeting will be held on 
December 12th in M103 on the Mezzanine level of the Veterans Memorial Building. Mrs. Abejo-
Parker stated the second payment due in the Nikki Behnke v. Subway (Mount Vernon Road) case 
was not received on the due date of October 26th. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated she has been in contact 
with Assistant City Attorney Alex Anderson regarding next steps and has also been keeping the 
Complainant, Nikki Behnke, updated. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated Mr. Anderson was able to get in 
touch with the Respondent and he indicated he has been ill but would drop off a check last 
Thursday or Friday. Unfortunately, he did not do so. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated she will discuss 
options with Mr. Anderson to discuss options moving forward. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated the 
signed agreement included a $100 per day late fee and she will clarify with Mr. Anderson if that 
includes calendar or business days and who receives the fee. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated she will keep 
the Commission informed as information is received.  
 
Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated, as a reminder, staff will attend the mandatory FHIP/FHAP conference 
in Washington DC at the end of the month and the office will be closed for a total of six business 
days due to the Thanksgiving holiday the week prior to the trip. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated staff has 
completed mandatory organizational health training focusing on trust and mastering conflict. Mrs. 
Abejo-Parker stated staff also completed mandatory IT Cyber training. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated 
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Investigator Walther and Intake Specialist Abernathey split attendance at the 2nd Annual LGBTQ 
Workplace Summit and the Commission had an ad in the summit handouts featuring the 
Commission’s gender identity and sexual orientation advertisements.  
 
Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated the date for the 2019 Community Cultural Celebration and Expo has 
been confirmed for March 9th at the Cedar Rapids Public Library. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated 
Investigator Walther is currently working to plan the Martin Luther King Jr. Day movie night 
event and has asked that Commissioners send any recommendations for the movie to him via 
email. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated the Commission will be presented with a Human Rights Month 
proclamation at the City Council meeting on December 4th at 12:00 PM and Commissioners are 
welcome to attend and accept the proclamation. Mrs. Abejo-Parker stated representatives from the 
Inter-Religious Council of Linn County will also be present to accept the proclamation.  
 
Commissioner Freie asked if staff considered working with St. Paul’s on the movie night. Mrs. 
Abejo-Parker stated Investigator Walther has reached out to them to partner and has not received 
a response at this time.  

 
X. Adjournment 

Commissioner Topinka moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:41 p.m. Commissioner Freie seconded 
the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 


